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次の英文のうち、１つ選んで和訳しなさい（哲学分野の志望者はＡ、歴史学分野はＢを選ぶこと）。 

 

 

 Ａ 

 

Religion has its basis in the essential difference between man and the brute ― the brutes have no 

religion. It is true that the old uncritical writers on natural history attributed to the elephant, among other 

laudable qualities, the virtue of religiousness ; but the religion of elephants belongs to the realm of fable. 

Cuvier, one of the greatest authorities on the animal kingdom, assigns, on the strength of his personal 

observations, no higher grade of intelligence to the elephant than to the dog. 

But what is this essential difference between man and the brute? The most simple, general, and also the 

most popular answer to this question is ― consciousness : ― but consciousness in the strict sense ; for the 

consciousness implied in the feeling of self as an individual, in discrimination by the senses, in the 

perception and even judgment of outward things according to definite sensible signs, cannot be denied to the 

brutes. Consciousness in the strictest sense is present only in a being to whom his species, his essential 

nature, is an object of thought. The brute is indeed conscious of himself as an individual ― and he has 

accordingly the feeling of self as the common centre of successive sensations ― but not as a species : 

hence, he is without that consciousness which in its nature, as in its name, is akin to science. Where there is 

this higher consciousness there is a capability of science. Science is the cognisance of species. In practical 

life we have to do with individuals ; in science, with species. But only a being to whom his own species, his 

own nature, is an object of thought, can make the essential nature of other things or beings an object of 

thought.  
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The most dramatic change to affect Edo society was without question the spread of city life. With the 

appearance in the mid-sixteenth century of the unified daimyō domains and the movement of the samurai off 

the land, regional castle towns sprang up rapidly throughout Japan. By the end of the eighteenth century, Edo, 

the greatest of the castle towns and the seat of government, had a population of nearly 1 million, while 

Ōsaka and Kyōto each had some 300,000 inhabitants. 

The samurai made the transition from military duty to civil-bureaucratic service, becoming literate, 

cultured, and urbanized. Stress was placed on spiritual training and the cultivation of bushidō, or the Way of 

the Samurai, However, it was in the field of secular scholarship that the samurai of the Edo period made 

their truly original contribution. The main body of such scholarship was rooted in the Confucian tradition. 

The maturation of urbanized samurai life was accompanied by the rise of an urbanized commercial and 

service class, the chōnin. 

Commercial wealth and a growing chōnin population gave rise to a bourgeois society with its own 

cultural style. The greatest of the merchant houses, the Mitsui, Sumitomo, and Kōnoike, have continued into 

modern times. 
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備考： Cuvier = French naturalist (1769-1832).       cognisance = cognizance 

出典：L. Feuerbach, The Essence of Christianity, Translated by G. Eliot. 

出典：Japanese History ―11 Experts Reflect on the Past― 

 


