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下記の英文を和訳しなさい。  

 

Urbanism and social movements 

Like Harvey, Castells stresses that the spatial form of a society is closely linked to the overall 

mechanisms of its development. To understand cities, we have to grasp the processes whereby 

spatial forms are created and transformed. The layout and architectural features of cities and 

neighbourhoods express struggles and conflicts between different groups in society. In other 

words, urban environments represent symbolic and spatial manifestations of broader social 

forces. For example, skyscrapers may be built because they are expected to provide profit, but 

the giant buildings also ‘symbolise the power of money over the city through technology and 

self-confidence and are the cathedrals of the period of rising corporate capitalism’. 

In contrast to the Chicago sociologists, Castells sees the city not only as a distinct location - 

the urban area - but also as an integral part of processes of collective consumption, which in 

turn are an inherent aspect of industrial capitalism. Schools, transport services and leisure 

amenities are ways in which people collectively ‘consume’ the products of modern industry. 

The taxation system influences who is able to buy or rent where, and who builds where. Large 

corporations, banks and insurance companies, which provide capital for building projects, have 

a great deal of power over these processes. But government agencies also directly affect many 

aspects of city life, by building roads and public housing, planning green belts, on which new 

development cannot encroach, and so forth. The physical shape of cities is thus a product of 

both market forces and the power of government. 

But the nature of the created environment is not just the result of the activities of wealthy 

and powerful people. Castells stresses the importance of the struggles of underprivileged groups 

to alter their living conditions. Urban problems stimulate a range of social movements, 

concerned with improving housing conditions, protesting against air pollution, defending parks 

and green belts and combating building development that changes the nature of an area. For 

example, Castells studied the gay movement in San Francisco, which succeeded in restructuring 

neighbourhoods around its own cultural values - allowing many gay organizations, clubs and 

bars to flourish - and gaining a prominent position in local politics. 

Cities, Harvey and Castells both emphasize, are almost wholly ‘artificial’ environments, 

constructed by people. Even most rural areas do not escape the influence of human intervention 

and modern technology, for human activity has reshaped and reordered the world of nature. 

Food is not produced for local inhabitants, but for national and international markets; and in 

mechanized farming, land is rigorously subdivided and specialized in its use, ordered into 

physical patterns, which have little relationship to natural features of the environment. Those 

who live on farms and in isolated rural areas are economically, politically and culturally tied to 

the larger society, however different some of their modes of behaviour may be from those of 

city-dwellers. 
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出典：Anthony Giddens, Sociology, 6th edition, Polity Press, 2009 


