
平成２６年度大学院博士前期課程一般入学試験（第Ⅲ期）問題 

 

                            

 

 

                                                                                    

 

  

 

 

 

 

問題１と問題２の両方に答えなさい。 

 

 

問題１ 以下は、『読売新聞』の英文ウェブサイト（The Japan News by The Yomiuri Shimbun）に掲載された

2014 年 1 月 9 日付社説（Editorial）の冒頭部分です。全文を和訳してください。（50 点） 

 

 

Stability in the international order is facing challenges in various regions, such as the 

Asia-Pacific region and the Middle East. To maintain peace and stability, a policy of 

forward engagement in these regions by the United States, the only superpower, is still 

essential. 

 

However, U.S. President Barack Obama’s plan to focus more on Asia―a strategic pivot of 

U.S. diplomacy and security policy more toward the Asia-Pacific region―has moved by 

fits and starts while the Obama administration is preoccupied with handling Middle 

East affairs. 

 

With his weak domestic political foundation, can Obama reshape his foreign policy? 

Various difficult issues await him ahead of his trip to several Asian countries scheduled 

for April. 

 

The Obama administration’s diplomatic limbo is epitomized by his Syria policy. The civil 

war in Syria has killed at least 100,000 people. Last summer, Obama announced a plan 

to launch a military strike against Syria, on the grounds that the administration of 

President Bashar Assad had used chemical weapons. At the same time, he took the 

extremely unusual step of asking Congress to approve the military strike. His decision to 

have Congress share the burden of launching an attack on Syria gave his presidential 

prestige a black eye. 

 

注: by fits and starts = 時々思い出したように､断続的に 
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問題２ 次の英文を、和訳してください。なお、この文章は 1938 年に発表されたものです。（50 点） 

 

 

The degree to which the contemporary world may be said to be “urban” is not fully or 

accurately measured by the proportion of the total population living in cities. The 

influences which cities exert upon the social life of man are greater than the ratio of the 

urban population world indicate, for the city is not only in ever larger degrees the 

dwelling-place and the workshop of modern man, but it is the initiating and controlling 

center of economic, political, and cultural life that has drawn the most remote parts of the 

world into its orbit and woven diverse areas, peoples, and activities into a cosmos. 

The growth of cities and the urbanization of the world is one of the most impressive 

facts of modern times. Although it is impossible to state precisely what proportion of the 

estimated total world population of approximately 1,800,000,000 is urban, 69.2 percent of 

the total population of those countries that do distinguish between urban and rural areas 

in urban. Considering the fact, moreover, that the world’s population is very unevenly 

distributed and that the growth of cities is not very far advanced in some of the countries 

that have only recently been touched by industrialism, this average understates the 

extent to which urban concentration has proceeded in those countries where the impact of 

the industrial revolution has been more forceful and of less recent date. This shift from a 

rural to a predominantly urban society, which has taken place within the span of a single 

generation in such industrialized areas as the United States and Japan, has been 

accompanied by profound changes in virtually every phase of social life. It is these changes 

and their ramifications that invite the attention of the sociologist to the study of the 

differences between the rural and the urban mode of living. The pursuit of this interest is 

an indispensable prerequisite for the comprehension and possible mastery of some of the 

most crucial contemporary problems of social life since it is likely to furnish one of the 

most revealing perspectives for the understanding of the ongoing changes in human 

nature and the social order. 
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出典：Louis Wirth “Urbanization as a way of life” The American 

Journal of Sociology, Vol.44, No.1 (1938) 


