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問題１と問題２の両方に答えなさい。 

 

 

問題１ 以下は、『朝日新聞』の英文ウェブサイト（Asahi & Japan Watch）に掲載された 2014年 1月 14日付社説（Editorial）

の冒頭部分です。全文を和訳してください。 

 

 

Japan’s prison population is rapidly aging, mirroring the situation across the nation. The 

pace of aging is especially fast for women behind bars. 

 

Of the women who were incarcerated in 2012, those aged 65 or older accounted for 285, 

or 13 percent of the total, according to a government white paper on crime. The ratio of 

the elderly among female inmates has increased more than tenfold in 20 years. 

 

Of women identified as alleged perpetrators in criminal cases, those aged 65 or older 

made up 27 percent. The ratio has surged fivefold in two decades. By comparison, the 

ratio for men was 14 percent. 

 

Even more troubling are the main types of crimes for which elderly women were 

imprisoned. The two most common categories that lead to doing prison time are theft and 

drug-related offenses. With regard to female convicts aged 65 or older, 80 percent were 

imprisoned for theft, mostly shoplifting. 

 

In many of these cases, appropriate social support could have prevented these women 

from ending up in prison. 

 

注: be incarcerated = 投獄される shoplifting = 万引き 
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問題２ 次の英文を、和訳してください。 

 

Marriage is a crucial turning point in the life of the West End boy. It is then that he 

must decide whether he is going to give up the boys on the corner for the new peer group 

of related siblings and in-laws―a decision related to and reflected in his choice of a mate. 

If he marries one of the girls who has hung nearby on the same corner, he may interrupt 

the life on the corner only during the early months of marriage. Should he fall in love with 

a girl who has spent her adolescence closer to the family, he is likely to move into a family 

circle on marriage. He may even be attracted to a mobile girl who wished to leave the peer 

group society entirely. But should he fail to agree with her, his married life is likely to be 

marked by ambivalence and marital tension. This is one instance where the lack of 

communication between men and women is a real drawback in married life. In most cases, 

the West Ender leaves the corner on marriage, and from then on participates in a not 

altogether different peer group existence in the living room and kitchen of his own home. 

That the man may or may not make the move from the corner to the apartment is one 

index of his future choice between routine and action, and is evaluated as such by West 

Enders. Indeed, routine-seeking people feel that adult men who return to the corner 

“never grow up,” and remain adolescents. There is considerable truth in this observation, 

for the boys who stay with the corner and the episodic life are continuing adolescent, or 

what Bennett Berger calls youthful, patterns. They are apt to participate only sporadically 

in married life and continue as long as possible to maintain the attitudes and values they 

held during adolescence. 

Needless to say, life on the corner is often routine, and the meetings of the family 

circle are interrupted by weekly nights out in male company. Moreover, even in the family 

circle the search for action is not given up, but frozen in time. Much of the talk is given 

over to recalling exciting episodes of adolescence and early adulthood that are relieved 

vicariously, over and over again. 

This emphasis on the past is not only nostalgia, but an index to the real importance 

that childhood and adolescence have in the life of the West Ender. As these were the times 

when he was most alive, when things happened, and when he could make things happen, 

his adventures are remembered fondly as pranks, aod are retold frequently, if only to 

show that the person has not really given in to the requirements of responsibility or the 

routine. The stories reinforce the belief that one can fight back, outsmart, and even defeat 

the outside world. Adolescence is also a period of achievement, especially for the talented 

boy. Thus, within the small world of the neighborhood, he may have been the best boxer. 

baseball player, or the most successful gambler, and as an adult he will bring out trophies, 

pictures, and other evidence of his past accomplishments. 

 

West End: Boston 市内の地域名 
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出典：H. J. Gans The Ueban Villagers : updated and expanded edition, 

The Free Press of Glencoe, 1982 p70-71 

 


