
平成２７年度大学院博士前期課程学内選考試験問題 
 

                            

 

 

                                                                                    

 

  

 

 

 

 

次の英文を和訳しなさい。 

 

 

The Victorian West was a fickle mentor for Meiji Japan. Although most Westerners 

held the unshakable conviction that the “lesser breeds without the law” would someday 

remake themselves in the Western image, they often regarded the Japanese attempt to 

pursue Western ways with a measure of skepticism. No matter how hard the Japanese 

tried to prove they were on the road to “civilization and enlightenment,” there were 

always carping foreign critics who judged their efforts superficial. Such comment was 

common when the doors of the Imperial Diet opened in 1890 marking the beginning of a 

limited constitutional government in Japan. Kaneko Kentarō later recalled that at the time 

“certain European people ridiculed the idea of Japan’s adopting a constitutional 

government saying that a constitutional government is not suitable for an Asiatic nation, 

and is only adapted to the cool-headed peoples of northern Europe.” It was less than a 

generation since the Japanese had abandoned their feudal “despotism,” and there was 

reason to believe that they could not shed their old habits of mind so quickly. Gunboats 

and frockcoats were easy enough to borrow, but what of representative institutions? 

This early Western pessimism was not borne out by the events of the succeeding 

decades. To be sure, as Western skeptics continued to point out, the Diet never played the 

same role in Japanese politics as Parliament did in England. There was no reason to 

assume that it should have. Just because parliamentary institutions originated in the West 

it did not mean that they had to operate in the same way when transplanted to Japan. As 

one scholar has pointed out in a similar connection, “We would think it absurd were the 

Chinese, who invented spaghetti, to insist that the Italians eat it with chopsticks.” Rather, 

what is striking about Japan is the rapidity with which she assimilated the techniques of 

representative government and parliamentary politics. Public elections, parliamentary 

debate of national issues, the accession of publicly elected representatives to high 

government office—all were part of the Japanese political scene long before most 

non-Western countries (and even a Western country such as imperial Russia) attempted 

them. Even today, except for those countries that were formerly part of the British 

Empire, few of the “emerging nations” have shown the remarkable adaptability of the 

Japanese in this respect.      
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