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問題１ 下記の英文を、主張している内容が分かるように、要約してください。 

 

 

Why has the period of modernity seen such a tremendous acceleration of social change 

in the direction of globalization? This is a complex issue, but the key factors can be 

categorized along lines similar to those that have influenced social change throughout 

history. 

 

Cultural influences 

Among the Cultural factors affecting processes of social change in modern times，both 

the development of science and the secularization of thought have contributed to the 

critical and innovative character of the modern outlook. We no longer assume that 

customs or habits are acceptable merely because they have the age-old authority of 

tradition. On the contrary our ways of life increasingly require a ‘rational’ basis. For 

instance, a design for a hospital would not be based mainly on traditional tastes, but 

would consider its capability for serving the purpose of a hospital – effectively caring for 

the sick. 

 In addition to how we think, the content of ideas has also changed. Ideals of 

self-betterment，freedom，equality and democratic participation are largely creations of the 

past two or three centuries. Such ideals have served to mobilize processes of social and 

political change, including revolutions. These ideas cannot be tied to tradition, but rather 

suggest the constant revision of ways of life in the pursuit of human betterment.  

 

Economic influences 

Of economic influences, the most far-reaching is the impact of capitalism. Capitalism 

differs in a fundamental way from pre-existing production systems, because it involves the 

constant expansion of production and the ever increasing accumulation of wealth. In 

traditional production systems，levels of production were fairly static，as they were geared 

to habitual, customary needs. Capitalism promotes the constant revision of the technology 

of production, a process into which science is increasingly drawn. The rate of technological 

innovation fostered in modem industry is vastly greater than many previous type of 

economic order. 

 Consider the current development of information technology. In recent decades，the 

power of computers has increased many thousands of times over. A large computer in the 

l960s was constructed using thousands of handmade connectors; an equivalent device 

today is not only much smaller, but requires just a handful of elements in an integrated 

circuit. 
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The impact of science and technology on how we live may largely be driven by 

economic factors，but it also stretches beyond the economic sphere. Science and technology 

both influence and are influenced by political and cultural factors. Scientific and 

technological development，for example, helped create modern forms of communication 

such as radio and television. As we have seen, such electronic forms of communication 

have produced changes in politics in recent years. Radio, television and the other 

electronic media have also come to shape how we think and feel about the world． 

 

Political influences 

The third major type of influence on change in the modern period consists of political 

developments. The struggle between nations to expand their power, develop their wealth 

and triumph militarily over their competitors has been an energizing source of change 

over the past two or three centuries. Political change in traditional civilizations was 

normally confined to elites. This is not true of modern political systems，in which the 

activities of political leaders and government officials constantly affect the lives of the 

mass of the population. Both externally and internally, political decision-making promotes 

and directs social change far more than in previous times. 

 Military power and war have also been of far-reaching importance. The military 

strength of the Western nations from the seventeenth century on wards allowed them to 

influence all quarters of the world, and provided an essential backing to the global spread 

of Western life styles. In the twentieth century, the effects of the two world wars have 

been profound: the devastation of many countries led to processes of rebuilding that 

brought about major institutional changes，for example in Germany and Japan after the 

Second World War. Even those states that were the victors-like the UK-experienced major 

internal changes as a result of the impact of the war on the economy. 
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問題２ 以下は、The Washington Post 電子版（October 10, 2014）の“Malala Yousafzai says she yearns to be‘noemal,’ 

despite fame －and now Novel”を、作題のため抜粋したものである。以下の文を日本語に訳しなさい。 

 

 

Such tension between secular and religious rules remains barely muted in Pakistan. 

Officials of a Pakistani private school association have called Yousafzai a tool of the West 

whose views cloud the minds of Muslims. The group reiterated a ban on her 

autobiography, “I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the 

Taliban,” in its 40,000 member schools. 

On Friday, in Yousafzai’s home town of Mingora, several residents spoke proudly of 

how the Nobel win could transform the Swat district’s image to a peaceful one ― but 

others were subdued, even fearful. 

After the Pakistani army routed the Taliban from Swat, Yousafzai’s identity became  

known. Wide media exposure put her life at risk; she openly traveled to and from the 

Khushal Girls School and College that her father founded. Going home after class on  

Oct. 9, 2012, she and two classmates were shot by a Taliban gunman. 

The attack raised a groundswell of admiration for her sacrifice. As her celebrity grew, 

her name was put forward last year for the Nobel Peace Prize. But the Nobel committee 

decided not to award it then, after weighing the impact of the prize on a teenager. 

Yousafzai has been embraced by Hollywood and even appeared on “The Daily Show.”  

Like pop stars, she is instantly recognizable by one name ― Malala. 

Average teenager? Hardly. She spent her 16th birthday addressing the United 

Nations and her 17th in Nigeria “to show solidarity” with the schoolgirls abducted earlier 

in the year by Boko Haram militants. 

Yet she seems to yearn for keeping a hold on the teenage Malala ― the girl who 

was a fan of Justin Bieber and Selena Gomez in Pakistan before her exile, which she and 

her family chose in part because they feared she would be attacked again at home. 

She is not universally celebrated in Pakistan. Some claimed after her shooting that 

it was all a “drama” ― a common Pakistani term for a hoax ― even though the Taliban 

immediately asserted responsibility for the shooting. 

The only previous Nobel Prize winner in Pakistan also divided the public. Religious 

prejudices have overshadowed the country's 1979 winner, nuclear scientist Abdus 

Salam, whose achievement is all but ignored because he was an Ahmadi, a member of a 

minority sect that Pakistan's constitution has decreed not to be Muslim. 
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